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“In a book” refers to the writings: “The command of Queen Esther 
fixed these practices of Purim, and it was recorded in a book” (Est. 
9:32). 


[H] Rab, R. Haninah, R. Jonathan, Bar Qappara, R. Joshua b. Levi 
said, “This scroll was stated to Moses at Sinai, for there are no 
considerations of chronology [or anachronism] in the Torah.” 


R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b. Laqish: R. Yohanan said, “The prophets 
and the writings are destined to be annulled, but the Five Books of the 
Torah are not destined to be annulled.” 


What is the scriptural basis for this view? “with a loud voice, and he 
added no more” (Deut. 5:22). 


R. Simeon b. Laqish said, “Also the Scroll of Esther and the laws are 
not destined to be annulled.” 


Here it is stated, “with a loud voice, and he added no more” (Deut. 
5:22). And there it states, [“That these days should be remembered and 
kept throughout every generation, in every family, province, and city, 
and that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the 
Jews,] nor should the commemoration of these days cease among their 
descendants” (Est. 9:28). 


As to the laws [ways]: “[He stood and measured the earth; he looked 
and shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered, the 
everlasting hills sank low.] His ways were as of old” (Hab. 3:6). 


R. Levi in the name of R. Simeon b. Laqish: “The Holy One, blessed 
be he, foresaw that the evil Haman was destined to weigh out his 
money against Israel. He said, ‘It is better that the money of my 
children should come before the money of that evil man.’ Therefore 
they push matters up and read the biblical pericope about collecting the 
shegels [prior to the celebration of Purim].” 


[With reference to Est. 9:27, “In each and every year.”] R. Abbahu in 
the name of R. Eleazar: “The reference to ‘each and every year’ serves 
to draw an analogy from a year which is intercalated to one which is 
not intercalated, with the result that we come to the following 
conclusion: 


“Just as in a year which is not intercalated Adar [in which Purim is 
celebrated] is next to Nisan, so in a year which is intercalated Adar [in 
which Purim is celebrated] is next to Nisan.” 


